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2nd European Seminar on 
European Learning Network on Functional AgroBiodiversity 

(ELN-FAB)
24-25 September 2009, Frick, Switzerland
Background information to the workshop
Theme: How can ELN-FAB contribute to increased attention to agrobiodiversity in EU’s Common Agriculture Policy and other relevant European policies?
The notion that agriculture has to become more sustainable is incorporated in local, regional, national, European and global policies and instruments. Knowledge is being increasingly accumulated on how biodiversity can be mobilized to make agriculture sustainable, both in ecological and economic terms. Functional agrobiodiversity is a concept that is gaining more and more ground. 

The European Learning Network on Functional AgroBiodiversity defines functional agrobiodiversity as follows:

Biodiversity on the scale of agricultural fields or landscapes, which provides ecosystem services that support sustainable agricultural production and can also have a positive spin-off to the regional and global environment and society as a whole.
The strong link between biodiversity and agriculture is integrated in a number of key policy frameworks. At the global level the Convention on Biological Diversity contains a Thematic Programme on Agricultural Biodiversity (annexed to decision V/5). This Programme recognizes the dilemma of agriculture in that it provides essential ecosystem services (such as soil and water conservation, maintenance of soil fertility and biota, and pollination, all of which are essential to human survival) and, on the other hand, is a major driver of biodiversity loss.

The EU has already integrated ‘functional agrobiodiversity’ (called life support systems) in its EC Action Plan for biodiversity in agriculture (2001), a deepening of the EC Biodiversity Strategy of 1998. The more recent EU Communication ‘Halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 and beyond – sustaining ecosystem services for human wellbeing’ (2006) concentrates much more on the concept of ecosystem services. One of the key objectives identified by the Communication is to integrate biodiversity into sectoral policies, e.g. agriculture. The Action Plan accompanying the Communication identifies 12 actions as part of the target A2.1 ‘Member States have optimized use of opportunities under agricultural, rural development and forest policy to benefit biodiversity 2007-2013.’ An action is A2.1.6 ‘Broaden extension services, farm advisory systems and training actions to farmers, landowners and farm workers to strengthen biodiversity-related implementation in the next rural development programming [2007 onwards], including support from the LEADER axis.’

At the higher EU level, the Lisbon Strategy (2000) aims to promote economic growth, job creation, and higher competitiveness of Europe in a world market. The contribution of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) to the Lisbon Strategy is strong economic performance that goes hand in hand with the sustainable use of natural resources. Since the 2003 CAP reform pro-biodiversity measures (e.g. agri–environment measures, Good Farming Practice, organic farming and the support of Less Favoured Areas) have been promoted, including via the EU Rural Development Regulation (2005).

During the high-level conference ‘BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION - BEYOND 2010 Priorities and options for future EU Policy’ organized by the EC DG Environment and hosted by Greece (27-28 April 2009, Athens, Greece) in order to frame EU post-2010 biodiversity policy, ‘The Message from Athens’ was produced. The Message from Athens aims to identify the priorities and options for future EU policy based on the observation that the EU’s 2010 target will not be met. It is stated that effective integration of biodiversity concerns into other policies is needed in order to encourage market mechanisms that take biodiversity concerns into account (e.g. supporting sustainable agriculture, forestry and fisheries).
Over the last decade, knowledge on how to preserve and use ecosystem services in agricultural practices has increased. Pilot projects have yielded their first results. But is this information available to the right people and stakeholder groups, also to enable multiplication of good examples? Are farmers aware of the most relevant policies, the outcome of case studies, and the latest expertise and experiences? Do policymakers know enough about the farmers’ world, the way to reach them, and which priorities to set and best practices to support politically and/or financially? 
The aim of the workshop is to address these questions and also more specifically: 
· Why need policy attention at EU level? 
· What can be expected in terms of EU policy and functional agrobiodiversity? 
· What steps can ELN-FAB take to connect practice/research to policy in order to contribute to the future debate about the CAP reform?
We look forward to welcoming you to the discussion during 

the 2nd European Seminar on ELN-FAB.
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